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Reader, 


1 


Hat which I have to Recommend to thee in 
thy peruſal of this little Book, i Candor 
in Reading, and Diligence in ſearching 


the Scriptures I have opened; Remember the 


Title of Nobility, wherewith the Apoſtle digni- 
fied the Bereans, Ads 17. 11. They ( ſaith 
he) were more Noble than thoſe in Theſſalo- 
mica, in that they received the word with all 


eadineſs of mind, and ſearched the Scrip- 


tures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. 


And the ſame I recommend to thee, and that 


thou judge nothing before the time. 


For Jam not unſenſible, but that a Work of 


thu nature will be obnoxious to Cenſute. But 


what Truth (though never ſo manifeſt) is not 
unpleaſing to ſome or other, as this in all liklt- 

hood will be to Few or None, but a Covetous 
and Decimating Clergie, whoſe Perſons ] hate 


| r 10 (though T thus ſpeak) but in my Heart re- 


tain a fitting and due Neſpect for them, as Men; 
well knowing they have a portios of Gods Hea- 
venly Gift, and Divine Grace, as well as I and 


| Bthers ; (did th y not abuſe it, and keep it in | 
Bondage, by * vice and Lucre) the main 
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Prop and Pillar of their Calling and Fundlion, 
' which are the things I utterly deny and teſtifie 
* againſt. And if there be any of them, that hold it 
their Duty, to ſpeak that which they think to be 
Truth impartially, as the Work of their Mini- 
ſtry, (though not Unhired and well Paid) let 
them not think amiſs of others, who think the 
ſame no leſs their Duty, by the general Office 
of Chriſtianity to ſpeak Truth more impartial- 
ty, freely, and without Payments. 
Therefore try all things, and hold faſt that 
| which uz good, which, as it will add to th Know- 
1 lege in the things of God, ſo it will anſwer the 
end and deſign of 


Thy Friend, 


1. 


'F 


TYTHES 


5! 


No Goſpel Ordinance, &c. 


and of his Seed, and grand Proprietor of the 
Land of Canaan, purſuant to his promiſe made 
to his faithful Servant in the Plain of More- 
ab, Saying, Unto thySeed will I give this Land, Ge- 
neſis 12. 7. After the Expiration of about ſix hun- 


T2 Lord Almighty, the God of Abraham 
r 


dred and fifty Years brought Abraham's Seed into 


Poſſeſſion of the Land of Promiſe, and made Eleven 
Tribes of Twelve Freeholders, reſerving only Tythes 
holy to himſelf, as Moſes witnefſeth, Lev. 27. 30. in 
theſe words, And all the Tythe of the Land, whether 
of the Seed of the Land, or of the Fruit of the Trees, is 
is the Lords, it is holy unto the Lord, And verſ. 32. 
concerning the Tythe of the Herd, and of the Flack, 
even what ſoever paſſerd under the rod, the Tenth ſhall be 


> holy unto the Lond. And Dent, 14. 22. Thon ſhalt 


truly tythe all the,iucreaſe of thy Sed, that the field 


\ bringeth forth year by year, &c. 


This was Tything by Divine Iatitution and by 
Gods Ordinance ., hut (always to beremembred) un- 
der the Miniſtratio7 of the Old C wenant, the . 
Jack Law (which e nothing Perfect) and the Le- 
vnical Prieſthood | hi h could not continue by rea- 
a, of Death) ar this being a changeable Prieſt - 


A 3 hood ' 


| [6] 

hood, there is a neceſſity alſo of a Change of the Law, 
as faith the Apoſtle, Heb. 7. 12. But it being the 
grand Objettion of the Clergie of this Age, (and ma- 
ny others upon their account.) That foraſmuch as 
God once Ordained and Commanded the Payment of 
Tythe, it ſtill remains in force, as a perpetual bin- 


ding Law to all Generations: It was once Lau ful 


Age and theſe Nations now, as ever they did to the Le- 
vitical Prieſthood under the firſk Covenant. 
And upon this ground I my ſelf have ſeveral times 
(in Times paſt.) been impleaded in the Conſiſtory 
Court, (fo called) for denying the payment of Tythe, 
and know not how ſoon I may be ſo again for the 
ſame Cauſe, which CAUSE, I do prefer before all 
Earthly Relations or Conſiderations whatſoever. I 
have therefore (to the end I may give ſome account 
of my Teſtimony herein, and in order to the Satiſ- 
faction of ſome that have deſired the ſame) | 
_ Firſt, Diligently examined the Paying and Re- 
ceiving Tythe under the Moſaick Law, and duly en- 
quired into tne Grounds and Reaſons thereof, toge- 
ther with other needful Circumſtances as well rela- 
ting to the 7ime and Place, the Perſons concerned in 
the Paying and Receiving of it. And whether the 
Command of God, which was given to the Iſraelites 
under the Old Covenant, be of force and binding 


upon Relievers under the New Covenant, Yea or 


Nay. Y | 
Secondly, I Fave compared he Tything of the 

= Clergieof this Age and Generaticn, with the Levi 
dial Tything, (upon which they zround their Pro + 
Ace) and ſhewed wherein it Of t. 
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(ſay they) and never Unlawful ;, and therefore Tythes 
as properly and undeniably belong to the Clergie of this 
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And Thirdly, Have ſhewed how burthenſomeand 
oppreſſive the Tything of the Clergie of this Age is, 
beyond what was the practice of the Levites in their 
days ; and inconſiſtent with the Rules of Common 
Equity and Principles of pure Reaſon. 

Firſt, As to the Firſt, in reference to the Levitical Ty- 
thing, I have conſidered the extent of Gods Command, 
whereupon the Payment of Tythes was grounded. 

Secondly, The extent of Gods Donation or Grant, 
whereon the taking or receiving Iythe was alſo 
grounded. 5 

Thirdly, The equal juſt and reaſonable Conſideration, 
whereupon both the Command & Grant were grounded 

Of theſe in their purpoſed order. And Firſt, Of 
the Firſt, namely che Extent of Gods Command, 
whereupon the Payment of Tythes was grounded, 
and of that, Firſt, as it related to the Time when, and 

bo long; Secondly, the Place where; Thirdiy, the 

Per ſons whom concerned in the Payment thereof. 

Pirſt, I ſay as it hath relation to the Time when, 
and that find to be only during the Continuance of 
the Firſt & Old Covenant, the Firſt and changeable 

Prieſthood, and che Hit Tabernacle, which Taber- 

nacle was a Figure jor the Time then preſent, and 
the Service whereof, a5 the Apoſtle witnefleth, Heb. 


9. 9.10. Sood vly 17 meats and drinks, and divers 
\ waſhings, and car inances, which were impoſed - 
f kill the time of Reformation, &. And during that 7 


time, until the Change of that Prieſthood, (Which 
could not continue.by reaton of Death.) And until | 
the Perfection was obtained by the bringing in of a 
better Hope, whicl. by the Law could not be obtain- 
ed, (for the Law made nothing perfect, but the 
Longing in ofa b dter Hope did) Hb. 7. 19. — 
223 5 ' unt! 
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until the appearance of that everlaſting & unchange- 


able High-Prieſt CHRIST JESUS the Righteous, 
who, to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 
offered himſelf once for All, and by that one Offeg- 
ing perfected for ever thoſe that are Sanctified. I fay 
before and until the appearance of this High- Prieſt, 
and the offering of this Sacrifice, the Command for 
Tything as well as for Offering Sacritices upan the 
Altar was in force, and no longer. 

And this, as to point of Time, was the utmoſt Ex- 
tent of that Command, For the ſame that put an 
end to the Service of the firſt Tabernacle, and the 
Work of the Firſt Prieſt- hood, and took it clean a- 
way, did alſo aboliſh and take away the Wages that 
was appointed for that Work. | 

Secondly, As the Command for Tything relates 
to Place, I do not find either by Writing or Traditi- 
on amongſt the Jews, that it extended to any 
other Place than to the Land of Canaan only, and it 
is very manifeſt by Lev. 27. 30, 32. and Deut. 14. 


22 and other Scriptures, That the utmoſtewtent of 


the Command was circumfcribed within the Inheri- 
tance of the Twelve Tribes. 

_ Thirdly, The Extent of the Command, as it re- 
lates to Perſons concerned in prying | ythe, I find to 
be limited to the Children of 1/rael, the Jewiſh Natio- 
nal Church only, and not to concern ii other Nati- 
on, Church, or People in the world, For this is 
ſtill the Phraſe of Scripture concerning Gods Laws, 
Commands and Inſtitutions, namely, Z. Lord ſpake 


. wnto Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak unto» the Chillren of Iſrael 


thus or thus, & He dot]! nor did 3oſes g e this 

Command to all the Children of men, to be obſerv 

mall Ages, in all Places, and by all Nations, Je. 
| 4 l 
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 andGentiles, Nay, it this could be made appear by 

| thoſe that challenge Tythes from Gentiles Churches 
the Controverſy would ſoon be ended. 
| Secondly, And in the next place (having before con- 
ſider'd of the Extent of Gods Command, as it relates 
to Time, Place, and Perſon) | offer to conſideration 
the extent of Gods Donation or Grant, whereupon the 
lawful taking and receiving Tythes was alſo ground- 
ed. And that is to be conſidered with like circum- 
ſtances, which as to Time and Place is limitted as the 
former. And if any Man whatſoever can produce 
the Warrant of Divine Authority, for asking, tak- 
ing, or receiving, (much leſs entorcing) Tythes in a- 
ny other Place than in the Land of Canaan, of any 
other People than If the Iſraelites, then let me bear 
the blame and ſhame for Diſobeying. 

And this I further obſerve, That God reſerving 

Tythes from the Eleven Tribes, granted it over to 


the Tribe of Levi, not abſolutely, but conditionally ;, 


allowing them a Competency for themſelves, and 
enjoyning them by the ſame Authority to admit of ſe- 
veral Sharers with them of each two Years Tythe, 
the Owner was to eat a Share, his Son and Daughter, 
his Mar. and Maid-S:rvant, as appears in 
Dent. 17, 17, and in every third Years Tythe, 
the Kramer, , and Widow were to be ad- 
mitted Sh , 45 appears Deut. 14. 28, 29. And 
Dent. 20. 12, 1%. o that by the aforementioned 
Scriptures 't's plainly manifeſt, That the Owner and 
by Family, the Stranger, Fatherleſs, and Midoms are 
by Divin- Appoizrtment as truly veſted in the Right 
of Tythes, is an, Zevite whatſoever. | 
The ent ching remarkable is, the juſt and equal 
\ rſ-derakiin, whereupon both the Command for 
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paying. and the Grant or Warrant for receiving 
Tythes was grounded. Where by the way it is to 
be noted, That the Seed of Abraham (on whom the 
Land of Canaan was entailed by promiſe above five 
hundred Years before) was by this time multiplied 
into Twelve numerous Tribes, all which were tra- 
veling to pofleſs the Land. And every Tribe in point 
of common Intereſt was equally intituled to an Inhe- 
ritance, until God in his Divine Wiſdom ſeparated 


the Tribe of Levi for the Service of Himſelf, to give 


attendance at the Tabernacle, and to Miniſter before 
Him in the Sanctuary; and to the end they mighr 
the better attend His Service, He promiſed Himſelt 
to be their Portion and Inheritance; and thereupon 
by a perpetual Statute Law depri vb them of an Tnhe- 
ritance in the land, Numb. 18. 20. And the Lord 
ſpake unto Aaron, Thou ſhalt have no Inheritance in 
their land, neither ſhalt thou have an) part among 


then, I am thy part and thine inherit ance among t he 


Children of Iſrael, ic. And in further compenſati- 


4 F on of their Loſs. and recompente of their Service, 


He granted them Tythes for an Inheritance, as verſ. 


21. And behold I have given the Ci of Levi all 


the tenth in Iſrael for an inberitance, jor their ſervice 
which they ſerve, even the jervice of 1: - 8 acle of 
the Congregat ion, &c. 

By all which, and ſeveral oth 8 ares it ap- 


pears, That both the Command fir paying, and the 
Warrant for receiving Tythes was founded upon a 


moſt rational, juſt, and equal Con{1erarioy ;, both as 
it related to the Advantage of Payer, and the 
Loſs of the Receiver. For thongn the Levites did 


receive a Yearly Tenth of theIncreafe, they loft ta 
Inheritance of a — tor cer. And thereſc - 


| SZ 
well might the Eleven Tribes aford to pay their 
Tenths and be no Loofers ; it being but a reaſonable 
Exchange or Purchaſe, to give their Brethren a Yearly 
Tenth, for the free Inheritance of a Twelfth for ever. 

Secondly, If Tythes be due by the Law of God, 
and payable and receivable under the ſecond Cove- 
nant, as under the firſt (as the Clergie do affirm they 
are) then certainly they muſt allow, that they are to 
be applied to the ſame Uſes, for which they firſt were 
Inſtituted; and that was not only to the Levites, 
but to the Stranger, Fatherleſs, and Widow. 

Thirdly, Among the Jews Tythes were payable 
to the Levites, who did the common Service of the 
Tabernacle and Temple; and not to the Sons of Aa- 
ron the Prieſt, for they had only a Tenth part of the 
Tythe. And therefore they that claim Tythe by the 
Law of Moſes, muſt prove ( if they can) how the Pay- 


ment of Tythes to Prieſts now, doth duly anſwer - 


the Payment of Tythes to Levites then, who were 
no Prieſts, nor were to touch or meddle with the 
Holy Office, leaſt they dyed, Numb. 4. 15, to verſ. 19. 

Fourthly, Tythes under the Firſt Covenant were 
the Levites Wages, for the Ceremonial Work they 
were appointed to do about the firſt Tabernacle, 
Numb. 18. verſ. 21. 31. which Work is now aboliſh- 


ed: So tihn the Wages therefore of that Ceremo- 
nial Work 17 3ſt with all be aboliſhed, as being alſo 


Ceremonial, | | 
Fifthly, That Tythes were Ceremonial, is unde- 
niably manifeſt, they not being given but on this ex- 
preſs condition, wiz. ( firſt) to offer ax heave-offering 
of them to the Lord, Numb, 18. from verſ. 21. 
td 31. Then wecetlarily it follows, That whoevet 
\by that Law brings Tythes into the Goſpel, (which 
cat It 


he 
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hundred Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſio 


is the miniſtration of the New Covenant) unavoid- 


- ably brings in there withall 2 Sacrifice, and an Altar, 


without which, Tythes were by that Law Unſanctifi- 
ed and Polluted, verſ. 32. and ſo makes void the one 
Offering, which was the Subſtance Chriſt Jeſu, 
who was typiffed and ſhadowed forth, both by Ta- 
bernacle Sacrifice and Altar, 

Sixthly, If Tythes be due by the Law of God 
to Miniſters under the Goſpel, as they were to the 
Levites under the Levitical Prieſthood, then are ſuch 
Miniſters by the ſame Law deprived ipſo facto, of all 
pretences of Title to any Temporal Inheritance, Numb. 
18.20. And by the ſame Law, thoſe, that pay 
them Tythe, may as juſtly claim a title of Inheritance 
in their free Lands, as they may claim an Annual 
Tenth of the others Increaſe. 

_ Seventhly, Among the Jews no rigorous out- 


ward Law or Penalty of Treble Damage, or Impri- 


ſonment was appointed to recover Tythes by, nor 
was the Magiſtrate authorized or warranted by the 
Law of God to force the Payment of them, much 
leſs to Impriſon for Refuſal or Neglect, but he that 


did not pay, robbed God, and by him alone was 


to be puniſhed. 
Eightly, When the Levites Prieſthood was chan- 


8 ged by the coming of Chriſt Je ſus, the Law for 


Tything was alſo changed, as the Apoſtlewitnieſſeth, 
Heb. 7. 12. For (ſaith he) the Prieſ{bord being chan- 
ged, there is made of neceſſity 4 Change alſo of the 
Law, And this was the Judgmenc alſo of the Pri- 
mitive Church. And if the moſt learned Rabies in 
the Nation can prove the contrary, let them come 


forth and ſhew if they be able, whe. were, and by + 


whom Tythes were receiv'd or pay'd for above three 
The 
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The next thing that falls under conſideration is, 
how inconſiſtent and diſagreeable the Practice of Ty- 
thing of the Clergie of this Generation is with the 
Law of God, upon which they ſay it is grounded. 

And Firſt, (as I have formerly hinted ) Gods Or- 
dinance for Tything related only to the Land of 
Canaan, which was confirmed by the Practice of the 
Jews, and the contrary hereof hath never yet appear- 
ed; nor have J ever found, that during their Capti- 
vity they payed or received Tythes in Babylon or Cal- 
dea before Chriſts time, neither have they ſince in 
Halland, Germany, Poland, or elſewhere that I can 
learn. And if this be ſo, then certainly for Chriſtians 
to hold up Tythes, when Jews have laid them down, 
ſeems very abſurd, prepoſterous, and vain. 

Secondly, The Levites Grant or Warrant for the 
taking Lythes by Gods appointment, extended only to 
their Brethren the Iſraelites, Gods only peculiar > 
People and Church; not to Hdolaters, Foreigners, or | | 
Falſe Wirſhippers of any other Nation or Religion; 1 
not to poor Labourers, Fatherleſs or Widows of their 
own Generations, but only ſuch as had Poſſeſſions of {| 
free Inheritance, 1 

But the Clergie of this Generation, not contented * 1 
(as the Levites were) to have their Tything limited = 
by Gods allo ance, (unto thoſe only of theſame Re-  - 1 
ligion and. ion with themſelves without diſtincti- | 
| on, or De ion of Nation or Religion) they extend 
their claim o all the Decimal Gain within their 
-Quarters ; 2nd all the Inhabitants they there find, 
( whether gi or Iriſh, Proteſtants or Papiſts, 
true or falſe Worſhippers, it matters not to them, 
or whether e are Rich or Poor, Fatherleſs or N. 
«ws, Bond 0. ce) if they are poſſeſt of ought that 
0 yellds A 
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yeilds Increaſe, whether Corn or Garden, Cows or 
Sheep, Piggs, Geeſe, or Hens, or Eggs) whether 
little or much, all is by them accounted liable to 
Decimation, And moreover many Poor labouring 
Men, that have not any living Tythable thing where- 


of to pay, but get their Bread by hard and toil ſome 


labour, have Impoſitions taxed on them by the Cler- 
gie, under the name of Hand-money, Apron-maney, 
and the like, which in my Judgment hath more at- 
finity with Pharoab's Task-Maſters than Levitical 
Tythes. For to exact a Tything Rate upon poor 
Labourers, and Such as have no Tythable Subſtance 
in the world whereof to pay! What is this leſs, than 
to make Brick, when Straw is taken away ? 

Thirdly, The Levites had no Power to ſeize 
their Brethrens Corn before it was divided, (nor was 
it their Practice by what appears in Scripture) but 
patiently attended, until it was ſet out and delivered 
both unto them and their Copartners, Dent, 14. 28. 
But the Clergie of this Age (contrary to their exam- 
ple) either by themſelves or Proctors many times 
have entred Men's Corn Fields and other Places 
with Clubs and Staves, vi & arms, taking away 
what they pleaſe in their Maſters names by force and 
violence, as bad or worſe than thoſe ſinful Sons of 
Eli, 1 Sam, 2. 12. who by their abuſive Servants 
ſeized their pretended Prieſtly-Due by force, where- 
by the Offering of the Lord became abhor'd, and 
truly this very Practice makes many as much io ab- 
hor their Meſſage, for the Avarice of it's Miniucrs, 
and that about that thing, which they pretend to 
be the Offering of the Lord. 

Fourthly, The Levites had the T ies made over to 
them partly in compenſation of r Juheritance it 

Land, 


ee 


[ x5 ] 
Land; and partly in conſider ation of their Service and 
Attendance at the Tabernacle, (as before is ſnewed) 

al - Numb. 18. 23, 24. wit. \rewith they were contented 

and murmured not, although their Shares of Land 

were given from them, and they to undergo a perpe- 

tual Law of Deprivation, Neither was there any 

Tribe or Family bound to pay them Tythe, but ſuck 

q as were obliged by a valuable Conſideration ſo to do, 

(as being velted according to proportion more or 

leſs) in part of their Inheritance of and: So that he 

that paid his Tythe by Gods appointment had this 

fourfold Benefit or Advantage by it. Firſt, By Pay- 1 

ing ot the Annual Tenth of his Increaſe, he had the 
Free-Simple of a Twelfth to him and his for ever. YH 

Secondly, By the payment of Tythe the Stranger, 

Fatherleſs, and Widow were provided for, which o- 

therwiſe muſt have been relieved at his Coſt. Tbird- 

ly, He had the Privilege for himſelf and Family to eat 

a part thereof, Deut. 12. 18. And Fourthly, He 

| had the benefit of the Levites Service about the Ta- 

bernacle and Temple in aſſiſting about the Sacrifice, 

as 2 Chron. 35. 11. and other Services pertaining 

thereunto. 

But what Advantage, Privilege, or Benefit have the 

People of this Age by paying Tythes 2 Will the Cler- 

gie of this Generation allow the Privilege to their 

Maintainers, and admit of ſo many Sharers with 

them, as the eite did, and were bound to do by 

Gods Command ments? What Clergy-man will be 

content to releaſe his claim to Lands and Tenements, 


and ſuffer his Temporal Inheritance to be divided a- 
mongſt thoſe hom he claimeth Tythes 2 And 
: do the Clergic v admit the Poor, the Fatherleſs, 
5 and Widows ( had as good Right by Gods Com- 


mand 9 
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| 115 | 
mand as any Zevite had) to ſhare with them in 
Tythes ? 2 
Or do they not rather multiply the Poor by their 
Oppreſſions; and make the Fatherleſs and Widows cry 
to the Lord againſt them 2? And if the Owner ſhould 
but give a part of his Tythes to relieve the Poor and 
Needy, (as by Gods Law the Iſraelites were bound 
to do) would not the Pariſh- Prieſt be ready to devour 
him for ſo doing, and never leave purſuing him, un- 
till he had him to Priſon for it? Surely it this be ſo, 
Cas multiplied Inſtances have confirmed it is) this 1s 
| far different from the Practice of the Levites, and 
rather ſuits with the Practice of thoſe Erroneous Pro- b » 
Phets, which the Lord complains of, Micah 3. 5. 
mo made his people err, who did bite with the teeth 
and cry peace, and he that put not into their mouths, 
they prepared war againſt him. 
Fifthly, I find that the Lord by the mouth of 
Moſes in Deut. 12. 17, 18. (to every perſon concern- 
ed in paying Tythe) ſpeaketh on this wiſe, ſaying, 
Don mayeſt not eat within thy gates the tythe of thy corn, 
or of thy wine, or of thy l, &c. But, verſ. 18. thou 
muſt eat them before the Lord thy God, in the place 
which the Lord thy God ſhall chuſe ; Thou, and thy Son, 
and thy Daughter, thy Man-ſervant, and thy Maid- } 
ſervant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, &c, . 


_ a _— tt 


And again in Deut. 14. 22, 23. it is thus written, ( 
Thon ſhall truly tythe all the increaſe of thy ſeed, which 5 
thy field bringeth forth year by year. And thou ſhalt 

eat before the Lord thy God, in. the place which he ſpall h 
chuſe to place hu name there, the tythe of thy corn, and 1. 
' of thy wine, and of thy oyl, &c. d verſes 24, 25, t 
26. And if the way be too long for thee, &c. Or i 9 
the place be too far from thee, &c. Then thou ſhalt 8 
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turn it into money, &c. And thou ſhalt beſtow that 
money, &c. For oxen or for ſheep, for wine or for 
ſtrong drink, or what ſoever thy ſoul deſireth, and thou 
ſhalt eat there before the Lord thy God, THOU, AND 

THY HOUSHOLD, And verſ. 27. And the 4 

Levite that is within thy gates thou ſhalt not forſake | 

him, &c. From which forecited Scriptures, theſe 

natural Interences do undeniably flow, viz. 1 

Firſt, That as the Owner of the Tythe was bound by 1 

Gods Command to divide it from the reſt: So was he | 

only by Gods Appointment the chief Diſpoſer of it. 

Secondly, As the Owner was the chief Diſpoſer, ſo 

| was it in his free and arbitrary Choice, ( in ſome 

Caſes) whether he would pay it in Kind or not. 

Thirdly, And if he pay it not in Kind, he wàs on- 

ly intrufted with the Selling of it, or to turn it in- 
to Money at his own Valuation. 

' Fourthly, When he had fold it, or turn'd it into 
Money, it was at his free and voluntary Choice, in 
what Proviſion he would beſtow that Money, whes 
ther Oxen, Sheep, Wine, or Strong Drink, or Whatfoe- 
ver his Soul deſired. | 

Fifthly, Howſoever he pay it, whether in Kind ot 
Value, both He. his Children, and Srvants were ſtritt- 
ly and indiſpenſably bound to eat a part thereof. | - 
Sixthh, It had been as manifeſt a Breach of Gods | ; 
Command, if He and his Hoyſhold had not eaten of 1 
it, as if he had denied to ſet it out or pay it; 

Seventhly, and laſtly, As the Owner and his Houſ- 

| hold were to eat a part: So was the Levite by the Y 

ſame Command to be a Partner with them. And | 

„ tis was the manner of Tything every Two Years to- , 

j zetHer ; but in the Third Years Tything the Owner 

; no ſuch ſtii Command to eat, yet heavas _ 
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the Chief Diſpoſer of it, and was to lay it up within 


[18] 


his Gates, and thither the Levite, the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs, and Widow were to come, and every one 
to eat and be ſatisfied, as may appear, ver ſ. 28, 29. 

But the Practice of the Clergie and People of this 
Age is ſo manifeſtly different here from, that I need 
not multiplie words to ſet it forth; for the Clergie 
now a days require the Husbandman to pay his 
Tythe in Kind, or elſe compound and pay them Mo- 
ney for it. (not owning or allowing that the 
Husbandman himſelf, or any of his, hath a Right 
to any part of it) And if he do not pay the utmoſt 
Shilling or Shillings worth, then frequently he is 
'impleaded for the ſame, and made to pay it by force, 
or ſuffer for it. 

And here methinks ariſes a very welghty Caſe of 
Conſcience, which I propoſe to the Clergie to reſolve. 
If it be a ſinful thing (as they affirm it i; for a 
man to pay no Tythe, fince the Payment of it was 


once enjoyn'd by Gods Command? Whether it is not 


ds ſinſul for a Man to part with all his Tythe, ſince 
God hath commanded, That both He and his Houſ- 
hold ſhould eat a part thereof. 

Secondly, If there be no Diſpenſation for me and 
my Friends called Quakers (being but Few in a 
Country) to pay no Tythes, becauſe God did com- 
mand it by Moſes to be paid 2 Who ſhall abſol ve the 
whole Nation for paying all their Tythes ſo directly 
contrary to Gods Command, as I have ſhewed from 
Deut, 12. 17, 18? | 

Thirdly, If the Seers have been fo quick-ſighted, 
and piouſly watchful over the Flock, that they would 
not ſuffer one of a thouſand to Err vn the one 
by paying no Tythe ! Have not ſuch been hor 50 
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blinded and darkned by Avarice, who have eauſed 
the whole Nation to Sin on the other hand, by part- 


ing with all their Tythes ? 
In the next place I obſerve, That the Levites were 
the Twelfth Tribe in Iſrael, to whom being added 


the Stranger, Fatherleſs,and Widow, could not in likeli- 


hood but make up a full Tenth Part of the whole Na- 
tion, ſo that the Eleven Tribes paying a Yearly Tenth 
of their Increaſe, a Tenth Part of their People were 
thereby maintained, and that very plentifully too; 
as may appear at large, 2 Chren. 31. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


Where the Chief Prieſt declared to the King, they 


had enough to eat, and left plenty, and that which re- 
maineth (laid he) is this great ſtore, &c. 

But the Clergie of theſe laſt Times and of this 
Age (though I muſt confeſs, the more is the Pity) 
are too Many, more than are Good; (Yet) I believe 
are ſcarce the hundred Part of the People of theſe 


Nations, who neither admitting Fatherleſs, or Ni- _ 


dows, Poor, or Rich (as the Levites did) to be Partas” / 


kers with them, can make a ſhift to devour the. - © 


Tenth of our Increaſe, and yet are never well con- 
tented neither, For albeit they always were poſſeſt 


With Tythes in Kind or Value, beſides Oblations, 


Offerings, Sprinkling-Money and the like, with {g- 
veral other petty Cuſtoms, Fees, and Perquiſites: 
Yet what a continual Flattering, Croaking, and Cra- 
ving they always kept to the ſeveral Powers former- 
ly in being, for Augmentatious, Stipende, and Additi- 
ons, &c, Amongſt the number of which clamorous Pe- 
tit ioners, I never heard the Voice of One contented 
Azariah, ſo much as once to ſay, We have enough, 
* Chron, 31.10. | 
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But rather like the Daughter of the Hor ſe- Leech 
ſtill crying Give, Give, Prov. 30. 15. or like the 
> Grave, the Barren Womb, or Thirſty Earth, always 
ſwallowing, and never ſaying it is enough. 
Moreover I find, that Tithingof Corn and Grain 
by Gods Command (as to the material and ſubſtanti- 
al part thereof) was limitted and related only to In- 
creaſe, And as to the prattick Part (relating to the 
Manner and Form) it was to be done in Seed, as may 
more at large appear by the Command it ſelf, Deut. 
14. 22. Thou ſhalt truly tythe all the increaſe of thy 
ſeed, which the feild bringeth forth year by year, &C. 
From whence theſe natural Inferences do ariſe. Firſt, 
That the Husbandman himſelf muſt tythe his Corn. 
Secondly, He muſt tythe in Seed and not in Sheaf. 
Thirdly, He muſt only tythe the Increaſe of his Seed. 
Fourthly, He muſt truly tythe all the Increaſe, (that 
is) he muſt take the exact Tenth Part of the Increaſe, 
and neither leſs nor more. And Fijthly, If there 
were nd Increaſe, no Tythe was due or payable. 
But the Clergie of this Generation minding more 
their own Gain than Gods Command, enforce the 
Countryman to tythe his Corn inSheaf, and not inSeed, 
whereby they take as well a Tenth Part of the Farmers 
Stock and Subſtance, as a Tenth of his Tacreaſe. Nay 
more, for though the Farmer ſometimes never Reape | 
half the value of what he Sowed, the Pariſh-Prieſt | 
will have a Tenth of what he Reapeth, whereby a |: 
moſt Inſenſible and Unſufferable Miſchief doth en- 
ſue. And therefore having very briefly and truly o- l 
pened the aforementioned Text of Scripture, I ſha! 
endeavour in Love and Pity tothe wronged Country 
man, by way of Information to apf it. 
In order then to the more perfect Anderſtand = 
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of his proper Intereſt, the Husbandman that thinks, 
he is bound to pay his Tythe by Gods Command, 


muſt needs (if he be wile) obſerve this Rule, Always 
to put a difference between hu Real Stock, and Real Pro- 
fit; between the Principal and the Product or In- 
creaſe, elſe by confounding both together, he knows 


not how he gets, or how he looſes. - As thus (for - | 


Inſtance) if the Husbandman do Sow Ten Barrels of 
Wheat at Seed-Time, which is worth Tex Pounds; 
he muſt remember, that his princi tock and Sub- 
ſtance is Ten Pounds leſs in Value, q what be bath 
caſt into the Ground, And when the Harveſt comes, 
he muſt alſo mind to threſh out ſo much Wheat, as 
the full Quantity of what he Sowed, that ſo his Stoek 
may be Reprized and made good again; and having 
thus done, That which remains of Overplus is clear 
Increaſe, and out of the Increaſe, of Seed was Tythe 


by Gods Appointment to be paid, as I have ſhewed 


before, 


But by the Clergies forcing Men to tythe inSheaf, 
againſt the Order of Gods Command for Tything, 
a moſt inſufferable Inconveniency doth enſue, 
(as I have ſaid) for by this means the Clergie do not 
only take a Yearly Tenth of Mens Jxcreaſe, but of 
their principal Stock and Subſtance alſo 3 whereby the 


Subſtance of the Husbandman becomes liable to a 


perpetual Conſumation by Decimation; ſo that by 


Undeniable Inſitfices it may be made appear, That if 


a Farmer employ a Hundred Pounds in Tillage, and 
purſue the ſame for Seven Years together, at Seven 
Years end the Pariſp-Prieſt, to whom he pays his 
Tythe in Sheaf, will have above Fifty Pounds of the 


Farmers Principal Stock into his hands by Tything, - 


befdes the full Tenth Part of his Increaſe 
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A Want, and Poverty overtakes him as an armed 
| i man, and he knows not who hath hurt him ; but 
” ſometimes blames his Landlord, and thinks he hath 
too harda Bargain, or otherwiſe faults his Servants, 
and the like, but thinks not of his Maſter, who ſucks | 
away his Subſtance moſt inſenſibly, and makes him 
pay ſo dear a Rate to feed his Soul, that he hath no- 
thing left to ſeed his Body. 


"And beg hd that many an able Panmer comes , 


